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Common Permits
Installation of certain conservation practices may require permits or other approvals
from government agencies.  It is the responsibility of the landowner or operator to apply
for and obtain all necessary permits before the start of construction.

The following list includes brief information about some of the most commonly required
permits and the agencies to contact for permit application information. 

STATE OF HAWAII PERMITS
Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC) 
A Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC) is required by any applicant for a
federal license or permit to conduct an activity in State waters that would include, the
construction and operation of facilities that may result in any discharge.  The following
more common federal permits may require a 401 WQC prior to issuance: Section 404
Permit or a NPDES Permit.  For certification information, contact the State of Hawaii,
Department of Health, Clean Water Branch, phone (808) 586-4309.  Information about
a WQC and a copy of the form may be obtained online at:
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html

Section 404 Permit
A Department of the Army Permit for Activities in Waterways, commonly referred to as
a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit, is required for construction activities affecting
ocean, stream, wetland and other waters of the United States.  To determine if a permit
is required or to submit an application, contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Honolulu District, (Attn.: Regulatory Branch), Building 230, Ft. Shafter, Hawaii 96858-
5440, phone (808) 438-9258.  

NPDES Permit
A National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit is required before
any effluent discharge can be made to surface streams or to coastal water from any
treatment works or facility generating or treating wastewater, including discharges of
storm water associated with construction activities.  For permit application information,
please contact the State of Hawaii, Department of Health, Environmental Management
Division, Clean Water Branch, phone (808) 586-4352.

Stream Channel Alteration and Diversion Permits 
Activities involving stream channel alterations and/or diversions usually require: 
1) a petition to amend the interim flow standard; 2) a stream channel alteration permit;
and 3) a stream diversion works permit.  For petition and permit information, please
contact the State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Commission
on Water Resource Management, phone (808) 587-0214. 

http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html
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COUNTY PERMITS
Grubbing, Grading, and Stockpiling Permit
Each County has their own version of this permit, which is required for soil disturbing work.  For
permit application information, please contact the appropriate county department per the
following table.

Building Permit  
Each County requires a building permit to erect, construct, enlarge, repair, move, improve,
convert, alter, remove, or demolish any building or structure, including fences.   A building
permit is also required for any electrical or plumbing work.  For permit application information,
please contact the appropriate county department per the following table.

Special Management Area Use Permit (SMP) 
Each County requires a SMP for any development within designated Special Management Area
(SMA) boundaries.  For maps identifying the SMA and permit application information, please
contact the appropriate county department per the following table.

County
(Island)

Grubbing, Grading, and
Stockpiling Permit Building Permit Special Management Area

Use Permit
City and
County of
Honolulu
(Oahu)

For information:
Dept. of Public Works
Division of Engineering
Phone:  (808) 527-6303 
For applications:
Dept. of Planning &
Permitting
650 South King St., 1st Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813

For information and
applications:
Dept. of Planning &
Permitting
Building Division
Honolulu Municipal Building
650 South King St., 1st Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813
Phone:  (808) 523-4651

For information and
applications:
Dept. of Planning & 
650 South King St., 1st Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813
Permitting
Phone:  (808) 523-4077

County of
Hawaii
(Hawaii)

Dept. of Public Works
Engineering Division
Hilo Office:
County Building
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
Phone: (808) 961-8327
West Hawaii Office:
75-5706 Kuakini Hwy.
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740
Phone: (808) 327-3520 

Dept. of Public Works
Building Division
Hilo Office:
County Building
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
Phone: (808) 961-8331
West Hawaii Office:
75-5706 Kuakini Hwy.
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740
Phone: (808) 327-3520

Permit Planning Commission
County Building
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii  96720
Phone: (808) 961-8288 

County of
Maui
(Maui)

Dept. of Public Works and
Waste Management
250 South High Street
Wailuku, Hawaii  96793
Phone:  (808) 243-7937

County of
Maui
(Molokai)

Dept. of Public Works and
Waste Management
P.O. Box 526
Kaunakakai, Hawaii 96748
Phone:  (808) 553-3221

Department of Public Works
and Waste Management
Land Use Codes
Administration
250 South High Street
Wailuku, Hawaii  96793
Phone:  (808) 243-7250

Planning Department
250 South High Street
Wailuku, Hawaii  96793
Phone: (808) 243-7735

County of
Kauai
(Kauai)

Department of Public Works
Division of Engineering
Mo’ikeha Building 
4444 Rice Street, suite 175
Lihue, Hawaii  96766
Phone:  (808) 241-6620

Dept. of Public Works
Division of Building
Mo’ikeha Building 
4444 Rice Street, Suite 175
Lihue, Hawaii 96766
Phone: (808) 241-6655

Planning Department
County Building 
4444 Rice Street, Suite 473,
Bldg. A.
Lihue, Hawaii  96766
Phone:  (808) 241-6677
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